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Sunday Worship 11 am

Adult Sunday School 10 am

Pastor Wade Berkey
Cell: 724-777-4795

Pastor Ali Berkey
Cell: 814-241-2269

Pastor’s Note “Jesus prays in a solitary place very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the
house and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed.” Mark 1:35
Before coming to Erie I had no idea what beach combing was. But in a year’s time, I have become
hooked! I have never found great pieces or marbles but just looking for glass and finding any pieces is
just a joy while relaxing and unwinding. I can sit for about 2 hours and dig through the beach sand for
pieces that others may pass up and just listen to the waves and be at one with our Creator. It is a

great time to thank God for all the wonderful things that He has given us or pray for those that are in
need or ask questions. It can also be a time to just sit a reflect on God’s goodness in this world and in
my own life.
Do you ever take time to just focus on God and share with Him what is happening in your heart?
Maybe it is not beach combing. Maybe it is cooking/baking or while mowing or walking/biking or
kayaking/camping or crafting/singing. There are so many times where we can take time to focus on
our relationship with God, I pray that we all do take that time and build the relationship with our
Maker.
It is noted throughout the NT that Jesus takes time to be alone and prays to God building his
relationship with God during those times as well. Jesus is the greatest model for us in our lives. So we
need to take these moments in our lives and sit and be with God.
I know sometimes I ask God questions, sometimes I just sit quietly and listen for God, and
sometimes I laugh, hopefully with God, at things I have done.

Recently, I have been asking God what our charge can be doing to share Jesus with others, especially
when we are all struggling to meet our budget which is bare bones already. And there have been
things placed before us to help us reach out to others.
First, we have been asked to do a strategic study that includes doing a 213 study of how we as a
charge can work together to build the Kingdom. Secondly, we received 2 grants to live stream our
church services so that others who are not currently coming to church may attend worship. Thirdly,
we received a grant to start a new type of worship called Messy Church for people that are not familiar or who do not like a traditional worship service. Fourthly, we received a grant to do projects together as a charge and inviting others from the community to learn new skills/crafts, all in God’s love.
And finally, we as a charge, were looked at by the United Methodist Foundation, the WPA
Conference Cabinet, and the District Superintendent as a viable charge to study together as we come
together and build God’s Kingdom in West County. There will be more discussion on this in the very
near future where we will be asking laity to participate in a 2 year project where they will get to know
more about themselves, the churches they are a part of, the charge, and the communities served by
the charge.
This is a great opportunity for us and it is coming to us at no cost to anyone (just mileage).

I see this as answers to my questions I ask God, how can we be servants of yours in this world? Are
there ways we can grow your Kingdom, even while we are in financial straits ourselves? To this, God
has given us an answer through others, gifting us grants and educational opportunities to grow and
share Jesus’ love with one another.
Let us honor God’s answer to these questions by using these resources to the best of our abilities and
always share Jesus with those who come to us, and those whom we go to ourselves!
What do you ask God? How have you seen God answer you? Share your stories with us!

Until the whole world hears…

What is happening in the United Methodist Church?
August 2022
So, what is happening in the United Methodist Church? A few of you have asked for some clarity and
information. Some of you may not even know what is taking place. Over the next few months, Pastor Ali and
I will try to share the most current news in the most neutral way possible.
This month we are sharing an article that comes from a United Methodist News source. It is an article that has
been written to answer questions that may be asked if one is listening to other sources of information. Although we have shared this article in its entirety, if you would like to read the original post, you will find it at
this web address – http://um-insight.net. Click on the In the Church tab and then UMC Future tab.
This is the first of a series of articles we will present to offer accurate responses to such misperceptions
or misinformation. This article focuses on matters relating to theology, pensions, and benefits. The next article
in the series will focus on matters relating to human sexuality.
We welcome your questions, and invite you to contribute to future articles in this series by sharing
what you are hearing about the process of disaffiliation or the future of The United Methodist Church. Write
to AskTheUMC@umc.org.
Is The UMC really...
1. Splitting at this time?
No. The term “split” applies when there is a negotiated agreement within the denomination to divide
assets and resources. No such agreement has been made in The United Methodist Church. The earliest point at
which such an agreement could be made would be at the next General Conference to be held in 2024.
A more accurate term, as suggested by the Rev. William Lawrence, retired dean of Perkins School of
Theology and former member of the Judicial Council of The United Methodist Church, is “splintering.” What
is happening is that some traditionalist leaders have decided to create their own denomination (the Global
Methodist Church). Leaders of that denomination and other unofficial advocacy groups, such as the Wesleyan
Covenant Association, which created it, are encouraging like-minded United Methodist congregations and
clergy to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church and join their denomination instead.
2. Asking traditionalists to leave the denomination?
No. The requests for disaffiliations are coming largely from traditionalists. Keith Boyette, former president of the Wesleyan Covenant Association and now leader of the Global Methodist Church, describes the
reasons he and other leaders are asking traditionalists to leave beginning at 13:32 in this video.
3. About to alter its doctrine to deny the virgin birth, the divinity of Jesus Christ or salvation
through Christ alone?
No. All of these positions are bedrock in the doctrinal standards of The United Methodist Church, more
specifically in the Articles of Religion and the Confession of Faith. These cannot be altered without a twothirds vote of the General Conference followed by a three-fourths aggregate approval of all annual conferences
of The United Methodist Church worldwide. There is no basis to conclude such majorities can be achieved to
alter the Articles and Confession for any reason.

Here is what the Articles and Confession say on these matters. And will continue to say.
Virgin Birth and Divinity of Jesus
Articles of Religion, Article II:
“The Son, who is the Word of the Father, the very and eternal God, of one substance with the Father,
took man’s nature in the womb of the blessed Virgin.”
Confession of Faith, Article II:
“We believe in Jesus Christ, truly God and truly man, in whom the divine and human natures are
perfectly and inseparably united. He is the eternal Word made flesh, the only begotten Son of the Father, born
of the Virgin Mary by the power of the Holy Spirit.”

Salvation apart from faith in Jesus Christ
Articles of Religion, Article IX:
faith.”

“We are accounted righteous before God only for the merit of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, by
Confession of Faith, Article IX:

“We believe we are never accounted righteous before God through our works or merit, but that penitent
sinners are justified or accounted righteous before God only by faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.”
4. Intending to change the Bible?
No. The United Methodist Church has no official translation of the Bible and has never sought to alter
the Bible at all. United Methodists have always had a variety of views about how to interpret specific passages
of Scripture and likely always will.
5. Allowing congregations that exit the denomination to continue to offer the same pension and
health benefits programs to their clergy and staff?
No. The Book of Discipline does not permit non-UMC entities to be plan sponsors of the Clergy
Retirement Security Program. Only a General Conference can change this. Churches that disaffiliate will face
changes to the benefits they can offer their clergy. Individual congregations and clergy that join the Global
Methodist Church (GMC) will be eligible to participate in a retirement plan offered by the GMC, which will
be a Wespath defined-contribution retirement plan similar to a United Methodist Personal Investment Plan
(UMPIP).
Elders and deacons who withdraw under Discipline ¶360 will have all assets accrued in CRSP and
previous programs in which they may have participated (defined benefit and defined contribution) converted
into a cash equivalent and placed into their United Methodist Personal Investment Plan (UMPIP). Future retirement plan contributions may be made to the new retirement plan described above which, like UMPIP, is a
personal retirement account subject to the effects of the stock market and other investments on its value.
Nor, at this time, is it possible for individual congregations (whether in the Global Methodist Church
or in the UMC) to be plan sponsors for the HealthFlex health insurance programs Wespath offers unless a
congregation has more than 50 eligible employees. United Methodist annual conferences are the plan sponsors
for congregations with fewer than 50 eligible employees. This means individual congregations with fewer than
50 eligible employees currently participating in these programs that exit The United Methodist Church at this
time can no longer offer these benefits to their clergy and employees effective with the date of disaffiliation.
Clergy currently covered by HealthFlex, whether they disaffiliate or not, are eligible to continue on the health
insurance plan by paying 100% of the costs themselves for up to 18 months. At that point, the HealthFlex plan
is no longer available to them. Individual congregations and clergy who join the Global Methodist Church may
participate in the health benefits selected by the Global Methodist Church, which may include HealthFlex.
Ask The UMC is a service of United Methodist Communications.
As always, if you have any comments, concerns, or questions, please feel free to ask
either Pastor Ali or me. We may not have an answer for you, but we can definitely have
a conversation and talk about your feelings regarding all that is going on in the United
Methodist Church.

Worship
Sunday Schedule
Adult Sunday School-10 am
Praise Band-10 am
Worship- 11:00 am
JUMP-11:15 am
Communion Sunday is the first Sunday of each month.

West County Parish Community Worship Service and Picnic
Date: August 21, 2022
Worship Service will begin at 10:30am
Location: Locust Lane, off of Tannery Road. Ample signage will be in place to direct you to the site.
Please bring a lawn chair and a covered dish to share.

Please do not bring meat, as the meat will be provided!
A sign up sheet will be located at the Welcome Center for everyone to RSVP.
We are asking for RSVPs ONLY for a count for the purchase of the meat.

With any questions, please see Michele Steele.
*In case of inclement weather, the Service and Picnic will be moved to Weis Library’s Christ Center.

Join us for Fellowship Hour!
August 7th, immediately following the service, join us for social time in the

Fellowship hall.
Please consider signing up to coordinate a future month. Duties include
preparing the coffee and putting things out in the Fellowship hall so they are ready at the end of
Worship. Please see the sign up sheet at the Welcome Center.

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH
Sept. 17 – 10:00 am Day Apart @ Wesley Woods
Oct. 16 – 2:00 pm District Annual Meeting
Park North East
DAY APART – WESLEY WOODS
Saturday, Sept. 17, 10:00 am
Speaker Sara Roncolato – Anti-racism
Save this date. It is always a joy to travel to beautiful Wesley Woods for the day. We will enjoy
being with other Women of Faith, learn about anti-racism and enjoy the signature soup and salad lunch.
Traveling details will be in the Sept. Visitor.
WHAT’S AHEAD?
How would you like to see our United Women in Faith move ahead in the fall? We will continue with
our reading program, rummage sales, supporting the church by our service and financially as able.
Would you like to have quarterly meetings again? When? Sat. mornings? Evenings? Following church?
Would you like to invite women from the other churches in our parish to join us? Share your thoughts
with Dottie Super or Cindy Carr.
United Women in Faith believes love in action can change the world. Driven by God’s love
and united in sisterhood, we work to improve the lives of women, children and youth.
Response magazine – July/Auguat 2022

Preschool
Wesley Station Preschool is still accepting enrollment for fall. Applications are located at the Welcome
Center, and information can be found online at https://www.wesleystationpreschool.org/
We continue to have our Summer Christmas Tree up in the Narthex, with ornament wish lists. If you

are able to donate an item, or more than one, please stop by the tree and take a look. We are always
grateful for your support. All items can be placed in the
We need Helpers! On August 24, Wesley Station Preschool will host an open house for prospective students at 5:30pm. If you would like to donate a plate of cookies or greet families and/or give tours,
there will be a sign up in the Narthex.

Education
Children’s Moment: During the Service, a time for Children of all ages. Children are invited
up to the front for a mini-lesson and prayer.
Children’s Time, JUMP: Jump is our Children’s Church and
Sunday School combined. Our Children’s lesson time is
immediately following the Children’s Moment during the
service. Children are taught by 2 teachers with current
clearances. We encourage hands on learning through
coloring and mini craft projects, singing and play to help
teach early Bible lessons showing the children the love of
Christ.
Adult Sunday School: Adult Sunday School meets in the
Library Sunday mornings at 10am.
Join Us!
Interested in dipping your foot in the teaching pool? If you have current
clearances, please sign-up to teach JUMP at the Welcome center. If you
need information on filing paperwork for clearances, please see either
Pastor Wade or Pastor Ali.

August Birthdays

8/1

Elaine Hinkle will be 100! On August 1st! Please join us in showering her with birthday wishes.
Her address: Elaine Hinkle
Manchester Commons
6351 W. Lake Road, Rm E-10
Erie, PA 16505
Elaine Hinkle
8/16 Patricia Koman

8/3

Debra Wilson

8/16

Diane Sartin

8/4

Dottie Super

8/18

Mary Ellen Coonfer

8/7

William Green

8/22 Samie Ruiz-Bueno

8/8

Laura Wilson

8/24 Benson Nagle

8/9

Trish Farrell

8/29 Dylan Wilson

8/10

Bruce Bloomster

8/14

Carrie Jelicks Nelson

8/14

Bob Lewis

Part of the Family
Prayers and Concerns
Theresa Gebhardt
Tina Leonard
Baby Oakley
Lexi and Dillion
Casey and Charlotte
Kathy Rudd
Linda Silata
Jean Pepicello
Daniel Silata
Bud, neighbor of Jean, recovering from a car accident
Hunter healing from a broken arm
Our Church and Our Nation’s Leaders

Jim Dermaroney
Baby Morgan, Kathy’s Granddaughter
Tara, friend of Jordan Ruiz-Bueno
Lindsay Nickerson
Linda Downey on hospice
Pastor Jack Tickle and Family
Pastor John Gerber and Family
Pastor Wade and Pastor Ali
Pastor Denny Miller and family

“I appeal to you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ
and by the love of the Spirit,
to strive together with me in your prayers to God on my behalf”
-Romans 15:30

Lay Readers
Sunday

Reader

August 7

Courtney Nagle

August 14

Mel Sundin

August 21

Parish Wide Service

August 28

Mike Super

September 4

Howard Miller

Scripture Reading
New Testament: Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
Gospel: Luke 12:32-40
New Testament: Hebrews 11:29-12:2
Gospel Reading: Luke 12:49-56

New Testament: Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16
Gospel Reading: Luke 14:1, 7-14
New Testament: TBA
Gospel: TBA

Part of the Family
Grant Received-It was announced to us that we received a $2500 grant from the United Methodist
Foundation in WPA/Susquehanna Conferences. This grant was written to receive money for having a
live streaming presence of our worship services and more. So look around soon and see the new equipment going in as we will let you know when we are up and running. We will need some volunteers to
help run this equipment during our service. If you are interested let either Pastors or Bruce Bloomster
know as soon as possible.
SPRC – There will be an SPRC meeting on Aug 16 th @ 6:30 at Fairview for the charge SPRC to meeting
and discuss items needed for Charge Conference.
With Back to School will come the Blessing of the Backpacks, Blessing of the Backpacks- We will be
blessing backpacks for all students on Aug 28 th . Bring your backpacks with your school supplies to
have a blessing during worship service. We will also be praying for the teachers/staff at this time.
Book Club – This month we are reading Make Your Bed by Admiral William H McRaven. This book is
based on a graduation speech to help us all make little changes that will affect our daily lives. Our
ZOOM discussion will be on Aug. 25 th at 7PM. There will be questions to answer throughout the month

Preschool Open House– The Preschool will host a final open house in August 24th. A sign-up sheet
will be available soon if you'd like to help out the day of the Open House or by providing a plate of
cookies.
West County Parish Gathering- Save the date, August 21, 2022! We will be gathering for a Charge
Worship service and picnic.

Mark your calendars now! Register and Join Us!
We are forming a team to walk to help raise to help fight Huntington’s Disease.
Please select the link below to join TEAM THERESA!
We would love to have as many walkers as possible! However, if you can not walk, but
feel called to donate to our $500 goal, please see the link below.
There is also a donation box and information sheet at the Welcome Center for those who would like to
donate to the team goal.
After creating an account you will need to select join a team, or donate to a team.
With any issues signing up, please talk with Samie Ruiz-Bueno.
Sunday—September 18— 9:00 AM
Presque Isle State Park
Beach One
301 Peninsula Drive
Erie, Pennsylvania

Follow this link to the sign up and fundraising page:
https://app.donorview.com/oo1lK

National Night Out -August 2nd - If you have not experienced a National Night Out, we encourage
you to visit one of the local sights to see what happens as we would like to potentially do something
next year for National Night Out. It is a time when community can come together and get to know 1 st
responders within their area and get to know each other with some fun activities. Elk Valley Elementary School will be a host sight from 5-8pm.
Ministerium Concert and Testimonies – The Girard/ Lake City Ministerium will present a concert
with testimonies at Wells Park on Aug. 26 th @ 7PM for all who are interesting in more contemporary

Christian Music. Save the date and bring a lawn chair for a nice evening out.
Messy Church – Girard received a grant to be able to start up a new form of church worship for those
not familiar or those who do not like the more traditional style of Sunday morning worship. We will
meet once a month, starting on Sept. 12 th from 5-7PM for food, fellowship, fun, crafts, music, and Bible Study learning. All are welcome and bring a friend as well! More information will be posted in the
bulletins in the weeks to come. If you would like to help, please let Pastor Ali know as well.
213 Study - Our 213 Study will be starting on Aug the 10th, the team members will meet at 6:30 at
Weis Library. We need everyone’s participation though, through stories and testimonies to sharing
from the past and giving ideas for dreams of the future. When a member of the team comes to you for
information, please be willing to give some of your time so we can put as much of the puzzle together
as possible! It will take cooperation from all the members of all the churches for this to succeed.
Olmsted Manor - Writing Workshop – Aug 19-21 - $200.00/person
We are excited to welcome bestselling author Janice Maynard to lead the Olmsted Writing Workshop.
Co-leading the event will be Janice&#39;s husband, Rev. Charles Maynard. This workshop is designed
for writers of all levels, from the hobbyist to the professional. Come to gain valuable tricks and tips,
network with other writers, and be inspired by the beautiful ambiance of Olmsted Manor Retreat
Center. USA Today bestselling author Janice Maynard loved books and writing even as a child. After
multiple rejections, she finally sold her first manuscript! Since then, she has written more than 60
books and novellas which have sold, collectively, almost three million copies worldwide. Her books
have been translated into 20 languages. Janice lives in Tennessee with her husband, Charles. They
love hiking, traveling, and family time.
If interested, please let Pastor Ali or Pastor Wade know as they can get you the registration information.

Sun

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

August 2022
Mon

6

GUMC Ham Loaf Dinner 4:306:30

5

GUMC Swiss Steak Dinner
4:30-6:30

Dan Rice Days-Girard

4

Dan Rice Days-Girard

13

3

12

17

Spaghetti Dinner-4-6:30,
WLUMC

18

26

19

27

20

11

Facebk. Devotions 11am

25

Ministerium Concert and
Testimonies -Wells Park

Lake City Women’s Baskets
sales-9:00-3:00

24

Book Club -Zoom-7pm

Facebk. Devotions 11am

31

Preschool Open House 5:30
Facebk. Devotions 11am

Facebk. Devotions 11am

10

2

30

23

166:30PM – SPRC For all
Churches, meeting at FUMC

9

1

8

National Night Out

7

Prayer meeting,3-4:00pm,
WLUMC

Communion Sunday 11 am

Prayer meeting,3-4:00pm,
WLUMC

29

Prayer meeting,3-4:00pm,
WLUMC

22

Church Council – 6:30pm

Prayer meeting,3-4:00pm,
WLUMC

15

Prayer meeting,3-4:00pm,
WLUMC

Praise Band 10am
Adult Sunday School 10am

Worchip 11am

14
Praise Band 10 am
Adult Sunday School 10am
Jump 11:15 am

21
Charge Worship and Picnic
10:30 am

Worchip 11am

28
Praise Band 10 am
Adult Sunday School 10am
Jump 11:15 am
*Blessing of Backpacks

August 2022
West County United Methodist Parish Monthly Prayer Calendar
Consider how God is asking you to pray through these concerns!

SUN

MON

TUE
01

Pray for Pastor
Ali and Pastor
Wade.

07
Read Psalm 50.
Is there a word
or phrase that is
speaking to
you?

08
Pray for All
God’s Children
and their ministry!

14

15

Read Psalm 80.
Is there a word
or phrase that is
speaking to
you?

Pray for college
students as they
return to the
campus!

21

22

Read Psalm 71.
Is there a word
or phrase that is
speaking to
you?

Pray for students returning
to school this
Fall!

28
Read Psalm 81
. Is there a
word or phrase
that is speaking
to you?

29
Pray for the
homeless!

WED
02

Pray for everyone, by name,
who has an August birthday or
an August anniversary!

09
Pray for the
churches of our
Charge!

16
Pray that
COVID cases
do not rise as
school gets
ready to start!

23
Pray for the
schoolteachers
returning to
class!

30
Pray for our District Superintendent, Rev. Dennis Swineford.

THU
04

03
Pray for the
Church Staff
and Volunteers
at Fairview
UMC!

Pray for the
Church Staff
and Volunteers
at Girard UMC!

10
Pray as the 213
Study Team
meets tonight!

17
Pray for the
neighbor on the
left side of your
home!

24
Pray for aides,
staff, cafeteria
workers, and
administrators!

31
Pray for our
Bishop,
Rev. Cynthia
Moore-Koi Koi.

FRI

11
Pray for yourself!

SAT
05

Pray for the
Church Staff
and Volunteers
at Lake City
UMC!

12
Pray for Love In
the Name of
Christ and their
ministry!

18

19

Pray for the
Pray for our loneighbor on the cal Food Cupright side of your boards!
home!

25
Pray for the
school bus drivers!

26
Pray for Wesley
Station Preschool at the
Fairview
Church!

06
Pray for the
Church Staff
and Volunteers
at Weis Library
UMC!

13
Pray that God
will use this time
to revive the
church around
the world.

20
Pray that God
will use this time
to revive the
United Methodist Church.

27
Pray that God
will use this time
to revive the
United Methodist Church.

