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“And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore 
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit,  and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you al-
ways, to the end of the age.”  Matt 28: 18-20 

 It is a New Year and with that many people make New Year’s Resolutions to be a better person in 
some way or another for the new year.  I am not a fan of this because I do not believe you need to wait the 
new year to do something different and better, each day we should be making resolutions to be better people 
and disciples of Jesus Christ. 

 The month of January also brings us Epiphany, when the Wise Men came and found Jesus and started 
to spread the Word of our Messiah to others, as well as the baptism of our Lord.  We remember his baptism 
as well as our own and how just like Jesus was, we are now called God’s children and the Holy Spirit is publi-
cally proclaimed within us as we believe that Jesus is our Lord and Savior. 

 At the end of the United Methodist baptism service, we are called to lift up new members and help 
guide them in the life of the church.  Together as a community of believers, called the church, we are called to 
do this.  Jesus also calls us to reach out beyond the doors of this building and reach those that do not yet 
know who Jesus is.  The text above is called the commissioning of the disciples, and we are commissioned 
with this mission as well when we are baptized. 

 This is not just something for the leaders of the church, but for all of us, to work towards daily.  With 
that in mind, in January the council will be looking for a vision, a focus for our church specifically, that all of us 
will live into this year. Everything we will be doing within the church year will center around our chosen vision.  
That means our worship, education, outreach, witness, and other nurture events will have the vision as the 
central point.  That means we are all impacted by the vision. So I am giving everyone a chance to talk to the 
council members as to these 3 points prior to our meeting.   

  

 

http://www.wearefumc.org


The points we need to focus on to help define our vision are:  

Who are we now? 

What are our needs and strengths? 

Who are our neighbors? 

Our mission is always the same, reaching people for Jesus Christ, but our vision changes with the context 
within and around us.  So prayerful consider how The West County United Methodist Churches may seek a 
disciple-called vision for our churches and charge.   

(How many of you know what our current vision statement is?  Where might you find it if you wanted to 
share it with another?  Why might we need to revise this you ask, most of you are unaware of our current 
one, a new refreshed one hopefully will bring growth and new life to our congregation and community!)                           
Happy New Year! 

Pastor Ali 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 2022 

January 1!  From January 1 through March 20, the first day of spring, there are only 78 days.  But who’s 

counting! 

Sometimes I like to figure out how much time is left until spring or how many days until vacation or how 

many days until Annual Conference!  Okay, maybe not that last one!!  Do you ever do that?  Often when 

we do this, whether we realize it or not, we tend to wish away time. For me, I cannot wait until winter is 

over and spring begins but there are a lot of great things that might or could happen to us in winter. 

The Psalmist wrote these words, “Our days on earth are like grass; like wildflowers, we bloom and die. The 

wind blows, and we are gone—as though we had never been here” (Psalm 103:15-16).  Life is precious and 

sometimes too short. 

But friends, we have made it through another one of the toughest years in modern history.   

Olu Brown is a United Methodist pastor and the author of the book Hope: An Advent Journey.  Rev. Brown 

shares these words near the end of the book. 

You are on top of the world, and your future is in front of you. You are ready for a New Year and a new 

perspective. You committed to looking, loving, and learning.  But in that very moment of celebration and 

commitment [the moment between 11:59 PM on December 31 and 12:00 AM on January 1],  



4th John Gerber 

4th Sala Downey-Cox 

5th Ryan Carr 

6th Harriet Grace 

9th Ronald Hinkle 

9th Abbey Robson 

13th Greg Gebhardt 

18th Bianca Tickle  

20th Robert Hetz 

22nd Teresa Gebhardt 

Please keep the following in your thoughts 

and prayers: 

Jean Pepicello (Stage 4 Cancer)   
PO Box 96 
Fairview, PA 16415 
 
Gebhardt Family 

Teresa Gebhardt 

Pastor Wade and Pastor Ali 

Pastor Jack Tickle, Carolyn and Family 

Paster John Gerber and Family 

Pastor Denny Miller and Family 

Those who are homebound, or in  
care-homes. 
 

something changes and shifts. Your countenance is no longer filled with joy and peace but concern and sad-

ness. As quickly as you were celebrating and thanking God for a new year, the old discovers your new address 

and knocks in the door. You can choose to ignore the door and live your best life in 2021 in spite of the cir-

cumstances around you, or you could open the door and invite your past fears and doubts to have an old 

conversation with the new you. In that moment, remember this, God is with you and hold fast to these four 

phrases of hope: 

 Don’t Worry.  Don’t Fear.  Stay Positive.  Stay Curious. 

What if we adopted these phrases for our faith walk through 2022?  I know that some of you might be saying, 

“this is easier said than done”.  Well, guess what?  You are right!  But, that doesn’t mean that we cannot try! 

 Don’t Worry.  Don’t Fear.  Stay Positive.  Stay Curious. 

Until the Whole World Hears! 

“Pray without  

ceasing.” 

1 Thessalonians 5:17 



 –  

 
  

 

January 8th  at 9:30 a.m 

Please join us on Saturday, January 8th for 

the de-Hanging of the Greens. Everyone is 

encouraged and welcomed to attend as 

they are able.  

Sunday    Reader 

Jan 2 Mike Super 

Jan 9 Howard Miller 

Jan 16 Greg Gebhardt  

Jan 23 Courtney Nagle 

Jan 30 Todd Searing 

Children’s Moment 

Willing to serve by leading the children’s 

moment during worship? If you would like 

to sign up for a monthly rotation, or an oc-

casional time, please see the sign-up at the 

Welcome Center. Serving our children 

helps to grow the next generation.  

As a part of the January 2nd Worship 
Service the following will be included: 

 Covenant Renewal Service 

 Communion 

 Installation of Officers  

December 19th Service 



OPERATION RUMMAGE ROOM 
Thursdays, Jan. 20 and 27 from 10:00 to 2:00 pm 

Help Needed.  Guaranteed laughter and fellowship!!!!! 
We will be back in the rummage room.  Bring your gently used items and clean clothing to 

the church.  Small items can be placed in the upstairs rummage room.  Large items can be placed 
in the south-west corner of Fellowship Hall or stored at home until the sale.  Pleased no used 

electronics.  
 

If you have questions or suggestions for the rummage sale, please contact any member of 
the rummage sale committee: Sally Clark, Ellen Hepler, Donna Thompson and Dottie Super. 

 
WORLD THANK OFFERING 

Thank you for being part of the World Thank Offering which allows people to give out of 
God’s abundance with gifts of gratitude and thanks.  This year we collected $160.25 to help fund 

mission and advocacy,  nationally and internationally.  Each year UMW raise about $1 million 
dollars through the World Thank Offering.  Let us give thanks to God.   

 
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN’S READING PROGRAM 

SURPRISE! SURPRISE!  I have just learned reading reports for 2021 can be turned in.  The 
report can include any books from the 2016-2021 reading list you have not already reported.  You 

will need one book from each category.  Five books in all.  You can save the remainder of your 
books to report in 2022.  Reading reports need to be given to Dottie Super by January 31.  

Questions?  Ask Dottie Super 814.774.3993. 
 

******************** 
United Methodist Women members have always served as torchbearers, 

illuminating the darkness that hides injustices like economic inequality, mass 
incarceration, threats to the climate, and maternal and child health issues.   

Jan. 20 – 10:00 – 2:00  Operation Rummage Room 
Jan. 27 – 10:00 – 2:00  Operation Rummage Room 



Children’s Moment: During the Service, 

a time for Children of all ages. Children 

are invited up to the front  for a  mini-

lesson. 

JUMP: For all children, is our Children’s 

lesson time immediately following the 

children’s moment during the service. 

Children are taught by 2 teachers with 

current clearances. We encourage 

hands on learning through coloring and 

mini craft projects, singing and play to 

help teach early Bible lessons showing 

the children the love of Christ.  

Adult Sunday School: Adult Sunday 

School meets in the Library Sunday 

mornings at 10am.  

Small Group Study: How is Your Soul by 

Judah Smith  beginning Thursday, Janu-

ary 13th, at 6:30  pm . 

 

The Children of JUMP start 

out their new series "Building 

Blocks" this month and 

learn  “Every house is built by 

someone, but God is the 

builder of every-

thing” (Hebrews 3:4).  

We have been blessed with many 

eager children during this Jump, 

ready to learn about God's love and 

create their own fellowship with 

one another. This is made possible 

by the  education volunteers.  If you 

are willing to serve on the education 

team  once per month as a teacher, 

please sign up at the Welcome Cen-

ter. 

If anyone is interested in serving as 

the lead in a program for older chil-

dren, or starting a separate class 

please contact the Education Chair 

Hillary Kanazin, as we do have a 

few  elementary age children looking 

for a class. 



 

 

 

  WSP enjoyed a festive December filled with        

Christmas stories, treats and crafts.   

Preschoolers learned the meaning of Advent 

while they made their own paper wreaths and lit 

a candle (glued on a paper flame) every week.   

 

They learned a Nativity Skit and the song   

"Oh What a Special Night" to perform for 

their parents. The song talks about how thee 

of the animals in the stable (the sheep, the 

cow, the donkey) with the newborn baby Je-

sus praised God for the gift.  

The first verse goes: 

Oh what a Special Night, When Baby Jesus was born!  

The sheep that were there that day, Sang a song for his birthday, This is what they sang: 

They sang baa baa baa baa baa baa baa baa 

Thank you You God for Baby Jesus!  baa baa baa baa baa baa baa baa 

Baby Jesus is Born! baa baa baa baa baa baa baa baa 

Baby Jesus is Born! 

                          (The song repeats this way with moos and heehaws)  

                            [“Oh what a Special Night “by Worship House Kids] 

 



Wesley Station                                

has 4 staff members and 24       

children on their roster, plus 3 

more students joining in January. 

Do you have large outdoor toys 

you no longer want or 

need?  Wesley Station is still 

seeking  a gently used play-

house and a sandbox with a lid. 

Wesley Station is committed to keeping its 

doors open. The students and their families do 

their part by keeping kids at home during times 

of illness. Occasionally a teacher will need to 

stay home due to personal illness or to take 

care of a household member.  Wesley Station is 

seeking volunteers and paid substitutes from 

our congregation and community to fill in for 

our staff during these times. If you are            

interested of joining our team as  a substitute 

please email the school director 

at FUMC.wesleystationps@gmail.com 



January Small Group Study -  How’s Your Soul 
by Judah Smith – will be the book we are 
basing our study from.  There is a video that 
goes with it each week so it is up to you if you 
wish to purchase the book or not.  You can get 
it from Amazon for about $13 or Kindle or 
Audiobook.  (Get the full book and not the 
study guide, we will provide a guide for you 
each week.)  It will allow you to dive deeper 
into the understanding but some find they can 
not afford it so do not stay away if you fall into 
the second category.  We all can get 
something from this searching your heart and 
soul study.  Some questions asked:  When is 
my soul home? Why does my soul have hope? 
And how is my soul helped? Are just some of 
what we will study.  Come join us Thursdays in 
Girard or Fairview!!  Check calendars for 
times!  Watch in bulletins for zoom links to the 
study. 

Weis Library will be getting a new Face Book page soon, 

please keep checking your search bar for it and like the 

page so that you can see what all is  

happening at Weis Library in the coming weeks and 

months ahead.  We will also be sharing the Wed. morn-

ing devotional that is already shared with  

Fairview and Lake City FB Pages. 

BE AN INSTRUMENT OF GOD’S MIRACLES: In a statement after tornadoes carved a path through communities 

in the Midwest and Tennessee Valley, Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi urged United Methodists in Western PA to 

make themselves available as instruments of God’s miracles. LEARN MORE HOW TO HELP: In addition to 

prayer, the best way to help is to donate to UMCOR’s U.S. Disaster Response fund: www.umcmission.org/

united-states-disaster-response/. When disaster strikes, local churches provide the first response in their area. 

This basic understanding – that disaster response is local – forms the foundation for UMCOR’s U.S. disaster 

training and response. UMCOR regularly trains early response teams in annual conferences. Because those 

ERTs are local, they can respond quickly to assess the situation and do what is needed to help. If additional 

trained ERTs are needed, the local leaders can request help from neighboring conferences. When responding 

to a disaster in the United States, UMCOR provides financial assistance (through your donations), expertise, 

supplies from its network of warehouses (e.g., Eastbrook Mission Barn), and community collaboration for 

churches and partners.  

United Methodist Women’s Assembly – Registration is 

open for the 2022 event!  The quadrennial event titled 

“turn it up!” is scheduled for Friday, May 20, 2022 to 

Sunday, May 22, 2022 at the Orlando Convention Center 

in Orlando, Fl, with an optional Ubuntu Day of Service 

on Thursday, May 19th. Early-bird registration discounts 

are available through Tues. Nov. 30th.  For more info, 

see Pastor Ali. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!  

Volunteers are needed for the 2022 Refuge Golf Tournament planning committee. The committee meets 
once each month from January to July. If interested, please contact Darryl Boleratz at 814-460-9691.  



Job Position - Erie United Methodist Alliance: 
Veteran Client Advocate 

Client Advocate - PT, 3rd shift 

Housing Specialist 

Are you or someone you know interested in joining Team EUMA and using your skills and abilities to change 

lives and impact our community? Browse our current openings for a job that might be right for you. All inter-

ested candidates should submit a cover letter and resume to: 

EUMA, Attn: HR 1033 East 26th Street Erie, PA 16504 or email to info@euma-erie.org 

Calling all Youth – Grades 6-12 - SPARK 2022 
The annual youth gathering will be offered on two weekends 
in two places : 

Pittsburgh: Saturday, January 8, 2022 to Sunday, Jan. 9, 2022  

Erie: Saturday, April 9, 2022 to Sunday, April 10, 2022  

Registration is open now!  

Job Position-OFFICE ASSISTANT 

Erie First UMC seeking a part-time office assistant.  

This position would perform various clerical duties, including preparing mailings, maintaining a list of active 
members, maintaining an accurate filing system, and coordinating scheduling of groups requesting use of 
the building. Candidates should understand that matters of churches/ministry require complete confidenti-
ality; be capable of working with computers and Microsoft Office; and be punctual and diligent. For more 
information, call 814-452-3300, Monday to Thursday from 9am to 12pm.  

Brainstorming Session – Girard -  Invitation for 

all people wanting to participate in finding new 

ways to do ministry within the church or re-

establishing old ways before Covid-19.  We know 

that we were in a season of lull but now it is time 

for us to expand our ministries again and reach 

more people for Jesus Christ.  Those wanting to 

come and discuss ideas, no idea is too silly, we 

will meet Monday Jan 10th at 6:30PM.  The min-

istry of the church is for all people so please 

come and show your support for the church and 

your community. 

Prayer Bead Making – Anyone from any of the 

churches or friends of people wanting to make 

prayer beads (Protestant Version) will have the 

opportunity to learn more about prayer beads, 

why they came to be, and make your own set of 

prayer beads to take with you.  Also available will 

be a limited number of children’s prayer beads 

(plastic or wooden) already made.  We will be 

meeting Jan 12th at 6PM at Weis Library (back of 

sanctuary).  All materials provided. 



 

Recycling News 
One asks, why do we need to learn about recycling?  Recycling is not only an important thing for the envi-
ronment but also for our health.  God created this world for us to be good stewards of, and part of that is 
keeping it safe, clean, and healthy for generations to come which means we need to recycle.  Here are just 
a few facts about recycling:  (while reading, decide if you/church can do something better as God’s stew-
ards)  

 On average, it costs about $30 per ton to recycle trash, $50 to send it to landfill, and $65 to $75 to in-
carnate it. 

 96% of the Swedish trash is recycled compared to the US at 34.5% recycling. 

 35 recycled tea bags could generate enough energy to power a TV for one hour 

 If you throw away your aluminium cans, they can stay in that can form for up to 500 years or more- so 
recycling is the way to go.  There are over 80 billion aluminium cans used each and every year around 
the world. 

 Half a million trees have to be cut down just to produce the Sunday newspapers each week. If we recy-
cled all newspapers, we could save over 250 million trees each and every year. 

 Recycling helps to conserve our natural resources like coal, oil and gas. 

 Most people in America all use at least seven trees each year, through wood, paper and other types of 
products that use trees. That is over 2 trillion trees throughout the course of the year when you think 
about it. 

 Each American uses around 680 pounds of paper each year, and most people just throw it away instead 
of recycling it for further use.  2000 pounds of recycled paper can actually help to save 17 trees, over 
350 gallons of oil, and a lot of landfill space. That also means less air pollution! 

 Americans will use over 2 and a half million plastic bottles every thirty minutes, and most of them are 
simply thrown away rather than recycled. 

 Over 25 trillion Styrofoam coffee cups are thrown away each year, just by Americans! 

 A modern glass bottle could take over 4000 years to actually decompose, and if it is in the landfill then 
it will probably take even longer than that. 

 The most thrown away products in American include diapers, pens, razor blades, tires and aluminium- 
all of which can be used to be recycled into other products. 

 Most people produce 4.4 pounds of trash per day that results in about 1.5 tons of solid waste/year. 

 The amount of wood and paper that are thrown each year is enough to heat 50,000,000 homes for 

20yrs.  

 Recycling one ton of plastic can save up to 1,000–2,000 gallons of gasoline. 

 Recycling one glass bottle saves enough energy to power a 100-watt bulb for four hours. 

 One drip one second from a leaky faucet wastes 540 gallons of water a year. 
 

https://www.conserve-energy-future.com/CoalAsFossilFuel.php
https://www.conserve-energy-future.com/effects-of-oil-spills.php
https://www.conserve-energy-future.com/advantages-and-disadvantages-of-natural-gas.php
https://www.conserve-energy-future.com/causes-effects-solutions-of-air-pollution.php


 

 
 

 
 On 31 December 2012 Barack Obama declared January the National Slavery and Human Trafficking Preven-

tion Month. In his proclamation, President Obama explains that "trafficking networks operate both domesti-

cally and trans-nationally, and although abuses disproportionately affect women and girls, the victims of this 

ongoing global tragedy are men, women, and children of all ages. Around the world, we are monitoring the 

progress of governments in combating trafficking while supporting programs aimed at its eradication". 

National Human Trafficking Statistics 

• 24.9 million people are victims of forced labor. (ILO, 2017) 

• 16 million people are trafficked for forced labor in the private economy. (Private economy includes: pri-

vate individuals, groups, or companies in all sectors except the commercial sex industry). (ILO, 2017) 

• 4.8 million people are trafficked for forced sexual exploitation. (ILO, 2017) 

• 4.1 million people are trafficked for forced labor in state-imposed forced labor.It is estimated that 20.9 

million people are trafficked worldwide. (ILO, 2017) 

• Women and girls are disproportionately affected by human trafficking, accounting for 71% of all victims. 

(ILO, 2017) 

Labor Trafficking Statistics  

• Forced labor in the private economy generates an estimated $150 billion in illegal profits per year. (ILO, 

2012) 

• The largest share of labor trafficked adults are domestic workers (24%) followed by construction (18%), 

manufacturing (15%), and agriculture and fishing (11%) sectors. (ILO, 2017) 

• Migrant workers and indigenous people are particularly vulnerable to forced labor. (ILO, 2017) 

Sex Trafficking Statistics 

• 3.8 million adults are trafficked for forced sexual exploitation and 1.0 million children are trafficked for 

commercial sexual exploitation. (ILO, 2017) 

Please pray for all those exploited in this system.   

Please pray for the aggressors’ hearts to be softened and bring peace to the world. 

National Slavery and Human Trafficking Prevention Month 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barack_Obama
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      01 

      

 

02 03 04 05 06 07 08 

Read Psalm 72.  

Is there a word 

or phrase that is 

speaking to 

you? 

Pray for Pastor 

Ali and Pastor 

Wade. 

Pray for every-

one, by name, 

who has a Janu-

ary birthday or a 

January anniver-
sary! 

Pray for the 

Church Staff and 

Volunteers at 

Fairview UMC! 

Pray for the 

Church Staff and 

Volunteers at 

Girard UMC! 

Pray for the 

Church Staff and 

Volunteers at 

Lake City UMC! 

Pray for the 

Church Staff and 

Volunteers at 

Weis Library 

UMC! 

09 10 11 12 13 14 15 

Read Psalm 29.  

Is there a word 

or phrase that is 

speaking to 

you? 

Pray for our 

church leaders.  

Pray for  

Church Council 

at each church! 

Pray for our 

church leaders.  

Pray for 

Trustees  

at each church! 

Pray for our 

church leaders.  

Pray for the  

Trustees  

at each church! 

Pray for our 

church leaders.  

Pray for the  

S/PRC 

at each church! 

Pray for our 

church leaders.  

Pray for the  

Finance Team  

at each church! 

Don’t worry. 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

Read Psalm 36.  

Is there a word 

or phrase that is 

speaking to 

you? 

 

Pray for the 

homeless in our 

communities. 

Forgive some-

one else today! 
Don’t fear. Pray for those 

who keep the 

snow off our 

streets! 

Pray for your-

self! 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

Read Psalm 19.  

Is there a word 

or phrase that is 

speaking to 

you? 

Pray for peace 

in your family! 

Call someone 

who cannot get 

out because of 

the weather!  

Pray with them. 

Pray for your-

self! 

Stay curious. Pray for First 

Responders! 

Pray for our Dis-

trict Superinten-

dent, Rev. Den-

nis Swineford! 

30 31      
Read Psalm 71.  

Is there a word 

or phrase that is 

speaking to 

you? 

Pray for our 

Bishop,  

Rev. Cynthia 

Moore-Koi Koi! 

     

January 2022 

West County United Methodist Parish Monthly Prayer Calendar                                                       

Consider how God is asking you to pray through these concerns! 


