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I was reading the book, Vanishing Grace, by Philip 

Clancey and felt so heartbroken that we as Christians 

can be turning from God’s intended pathway like this 

and we don’t even see it.  Then I was talking to people 

at Community Cafe and hearing grace abound in some 

form or fashion from all these people and my heart was 

softened.  And as we started to collaborate with the 

NOW (Nurture, Outreach, and Witness) Team, I was 

hearing the hardening come back.  Some people don’t 

want to combine and do things together!  We will do 

our own thing or only if it is in our church.  Making a 

parish-wide team allows all of us to see what the other 

churches are doing and pray for them in their ministry 

and they prayer for us in our ministry.  If it sounds like 

fun, we can attend or even help too.  If it sounds like a 

great idea let’s join in this great idea.  Jesus never stayed 

in one place to share his message, he went everywhere, 

sharing God with all who would listen.

As disciples of Christ we are called to make disciples.  
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      Page 2Page 2 And making disciples is about being in relationships with others.  Intentional 

faith development is as well.  We grow when we are around others, not in a 

vacuum.  One’s faith is not a light switch that you can turn on and off.  It is a 

step-by-step process of growing in faith and having the Holy Spirit working in 

us as we mature in Christ.  Our faith journey has direction, trajectory, purpose, 

and a path to follow.  The Holy Spirit makes this growth possible.  We encour-

age this growth by placing ourselves in situations for learning God’s heart, for 

walking in Jesus’ way, and for remaining faithful in our practice of the spiritual 

life.

Faith development is best done in a group setting outside of regular worship 

services.  John Wesley wrote, “Christianity is essentially a social religion; and. . . 

to turn it into a solitary one is to destroy it.”  We learn faith in community, not 

only because Jesus and the New Testament have taught us to learn this way but 

also because we cannot learn Spiritual truths alone.  Peace, forgiveness, mercy, 

compassion, hope, gentleness, love, serving and so forth can only be learned 

and practiced in community.   We learn it at Winnie’s or Community Café, in 

JUMP or during SS, at the parish picnic or during Lenten Studies, helping at 

Pauline’s Closet or giving books to children at Pfeiffer Burleigh.

Our goal is to have all of these ministries succeed within all the churches of 

the parish.  Part of that depends on how well we are willing to work together.  

Are we willing to walk alongside each other to help another church out?  Are 

we intentionally building our faith by coming to parish Bible Studies or Lenten 

Studies?  Are we teaching our children and grandchildren what grace looks like 

even in this world that we live in today?   

Do we open ourselves up to new insights of what could be?  Do we ever ask 

ourselves, what is God telling me in this passage?  What is God asking me to 

do or even challenging me to learn/do or calling me to change in my life?  Let’s 

stretch ourselves in faith and enjoy the opportunities set before us as we laugh 

and love together.  Let us continue to share God’s grace with everyone!

Until the whole world hears,…   Pastor Ali   
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August 2025 
West County United Methodist Parish Monthly Prayer Calendar 
Consider how God is asking you to pray through these concerns!

 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

     01 02 
     Pray for Pastor Ali 

and Pastor Wade! 
Pray for everyone, 
by name, who has 
an August birthday 
or an August 
anniversary! 

03 04 05 06 07 08 09 
Read Psalm 107!  
Is there a word or 
phrase that is 
speaking to you? 

Pray for the 
Church Staff and 
Volunteers at 
Fairview UMC! 
 

Pray for the 
Church Staff and 
Volunteers at 
Girard UMC! 
 

Pray for the 
Church Staff and 
Volunteers at 
Lake City UMC! 

Pray for the 
Church Staff and 
Volunteers at 
Weis Library 
UMC! 

Pray for someone 
who is angry with 
you! 

Begin to pray for a 
new venture at 
Weis Library UMC! 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
Read Psalm 50!  
Is there a word or 
phrase that is 
speaking to you? 

Tomorrow is Erie 
Gives Day!  
Consider how you 
can give to one or 
all of our churches! 

 

Pray for our 
Nation! 

Forgive yourself 
for something 
today! 

Enjoy some 
yardwork today! 

Pray for yourself! 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
Read Psalm 80!  
Is there a word or 
phrase that is 
speaking to you? 

Pray for college 
students returning 
to class! 

Pray for President 
Donald Trump by 
name! 

Pray for Weis 
Library UMC and 
their new ideas 
and venture! 

Give yourself 
permission to 
relax today! 

Pray for whatever 
is needed today! 

Go for a walk 
today! 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
Read Psalm 71!  
Is there a word or 
phrase that is 
speaking to you? 

Pray for school 
students returning 
to class! 

Pray for 
schoolteachers! 

Pray for school 
staff and 
volunteers! 

Pray and give 
thanks for our 
District 
Superintendent, 
Rev. Deborah 
Ackley-Killian! 

Pray and give 
thanks for our 
Bishop,  
Rev. Sandra 
Steiner Ball! 

Read Psalm 81!  
Is there a word or 
phrase that is 
speaking to you? 

31       
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Family Matters
Prayer Concerns						    

Girard

The Family of Bonnie Blare
The Family of Jean Bryan
Betsy Krantz and her husband

Weis Church

Barb Trojanovich
Parish Shut-ins

Shirley Hall (W)
Dan Honard (G)

Lake City
Pastor Wade and Pastor Alison 
Berkey
Pastor Brock Beveridge
Lisa Clark
Marilyn Clark – Health
Tyler Copening
Lavina Fehr
Nancy Ward – Cancer
Marilyn Clark
Kim Jeffrey
Bob Fetterman
Fred & Annie Blarr

Bernadine Sensenich
Jim F. - serious health issues
Charlotte Widdowson
Shirley George and family
Larry Crum family
Joy Klemm and family
Bev Widdowson
Glenn Campbell
Jeff Harbaugh
Marshall Carner
Francie Karwowski
Prayers for peace

Fairview
Texas Flood victims and families 
Harriet Grace
Tony Super
Kathy Pytlar
Pastor Jack Tickle                                   Theresa Gebhardt   
Family of Bonnie Blair                	           Family of Gene Byron
Betsy Krantz and Husband
Norman with stage 3 cancer                	 Countries at War                    
People of Israel              
People of the Congo
Our Nation’s Leaders
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Fairview
8/3 -Debra Wilson
8/4-Dottie Super
8/8-Laura Wilson
8/9-Trish Farrell
8/10-Bruce Bloomster
8/14-Bob Lewis
8/14-Carrie Nelson
8/16-Patricia Koman
8/16-Dianne Sartin
8/22-Samie Ruiz-Bueno
8/24-Benson Nagle
8-29-Dylan Wilson
September
9/3-Sarah Morrison
9/7-Cindy Carr
9/7- Pastor Ali
9/9-Noah Kotyuk
9/10-Mildred Gilkinson
9/11-Donna Thompson
9/15-Ellen Hepler
9/17-Marilyn Pease
9/18-Lylah Himes
9/21-Sally Clark
9/25-Louise Giddings

Girard
8/2-Pat Powell*
8/5-Dan Erickson
8/6-Bruce Getz*
8/7-Andrew Pratt
8/8-Joan Delavern*
8/14-Jack Faulkner
8/15-Shirley Wolff*
8/17-Ryan Pratt
8/20-Gail Fees*
8/25-Jenn Tolbert
8/29-Melissa Mondy
9/3-Gina Green*
9/7-Ali Berkey
9/15-Steve Dreistadt*
9/26-Nancy Crosby*
9/28-Cheryl Newton*
9/29-Doreen Logan
9/29-Sandie Stuart

* indicates 70+

Weis Church
8/8-Kyle Scheuer
8/11-Deb Gruver
8/11-Paul Galla
8/17-Steven Hunt
9/1-Jeffery Faulhaber
8/2-Stephanie Garlick
9/2-Marilyn Saunders
9/3-Nicloe Faulhaber
9/18-Karolyn Rouchey
9/25-Nicholas Strick

Lake City
8/3-Nocholas Newell B
8/3-Bernadine Sensenich B
8/6-Annie and Fred Blarr A
8/8-Gary Wilson B
8/17-Iris Corcoran B
8/17-Joe Stelter B
8/25-Isabelle Andrzejewski B
8/26-Mike Newell B
8/27-Debbie Rosenberg B
8/28-Annie Blarr B
8/29-Joe and Iris Corcoran A
8/29-Kylee Malonowski B
9/1-Christine Herrara B
9/7-Pastor Ali B
9/14-Cheri Seyler B
9/14 Terri Harbaugh B
9/16-Bill and Corrina Sargent A
9/17-Brian and Michelle Andrzejewski A
9/22 Mark Schiller B
9/23-Mark and Doris Schiller A
9/26-Nicole Newell B
9/27-Paul Seyler B
9/27-Matt Killian B
B-Birthday
A-Aniversary

To add to or change a prayer concern or birthday listing, please see 
the contact info on the front page for each church.

Birthdays



      Page 6Page 6 Fairview UMC Preschool
Wesley Station Preschool
Wesley Station Preschool: Kicking Off a Joyful New School Year!

We’re excited to begin another wonderful school year at Wesley Station Preschool! 
Our ministry has been truly blessed with strong enrollment, and we are grateful for 
the opportunity to welcome both returning and new families into our learning com-
munity.

As we prepare for the year ahead, we are in need of a few items to help our students 
and classrooms get off to a great start. We are currently accepting donations of:

1-inch binders for student use

2-inch or larger binders for administrative organization

Fiskars 5” Blunt-tip Kids Scissors — blunt-tip only, please! We are replacing our class-
room set, which is now six years old, and we are in need of 20+ pairs.

These essential items will support the daily activities and organization of our program. 
For those interested in supporting us further, a list of our less immediate needs can be 
found on our Amazon wishlist at:
tinyurl.com/zr2ezzrc

We are so thankful for the continued support of the congregation and the West Coun-
ty Parish. Your generosity, prayers, and encouragement help our program thrive.

This year, we are also thrilled to share that our students will enjoy a brand new set of 
tricycles—a joyful addition to our outdoor play space!

If you know someone with a preschool-age child, please encourage them to reach out 
to us at fumc.wesleystationps@gmail.com to learn more about enrolling.

Classes begin September 8, and we can’t wait to see what this new school year holds. 
Thank you for being a part of our mission to nurture young hearts and minds in a 
loving, faith-filled environment!

Education
Adult Sunday School meets Sundays at 10:00 AM in the church library. We are cur-
rently wrapping up our study on The House of David and are beginning the search 
for a new video series to guide our discussion through August and September. All are 
welcome—come grow with us in faith and fellowship!

JUMP Children’s Sunday School takes place upstairs during the worship service, fol-
lowing the Children’s Message. We are blessed to have a vibrant and growing chil-
dren’s ministry, often welcoming 12 or more children each week! This joyful program 
wouldn’t be possible without the commitment of our caring, dedicated, and hard-
working volunteers.
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team. If you’re interested in helping, please speak with Hillary Kanazin. All volun-
teers must have current clearances—these are required but free to obtain.

Thank you for supporting our Sunday School ministries as we work together to plant 
seeds of faith in all generations!

United Women in Faith
Dates to Remember
August 8 – August 10 – Mission u at Jumonville Camp and Retreat Center – The 2025 
curriculum is “Practicing Hope” by Tabatha Holley.
September 20, 2025 – Day Apart at Wesley Woods  - Registration is from 9:30 to 
10:00.
Rev. Jenny Gordon will speak on “Soul-Care”.  We will carpool from FUMC at 8:00.  
Cost is $12.  This includes lunch. Treat yourself to a day out.  Contact person is Dottie 
Super 814-490-1596.
October Rummage Sale – Date to be announced
October 12,2025 – District Annual Meeting at Hamlin Chapel UMC – Registration 
2:00 to 2:15. Paul Lukach, Director of the Crime Victims Center in Erie will be our 
speaker.  
October 18, 2025 – Conference Annual Meeting at First UMC of Clarion.  We will be 
joining virtually at Fairview UMC.

The Fairview United Women in Faith will be collecting pencil cases and steno pads 
in August and September to help fill the shoeboxes assembled at GUMC. Remember 
school supplies are on sale now. You will find a collection container on the Welcome 
Center.

CLEANING BUCKET PROJECT
The West County United Methodist Parish mission project of collecting cleaning buck-
ets for th Mission Barn was very successful. We filled and delivered 18 cleaning buck-
ets plus $405 in cash to the Annual Conference. These buckets would be valued at 
approximately $1,350. Thank you to everyone who donated money, products, and 
time to this project.  A special thank you to the children who collected dimes and 
loose change during church. Together we completed a successful mission project.
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Girard
8/3
L-Doug Wright
U-Dan and Pam Wilson
8/10
L-Cheryl Newton
U-Gail Teribery
8/17
L-Barb Gunnison
U-Jim Hull
8/24
L-Gail Fees
U-Jim Hull
8/31
L-TBD
U-Dan and Pam Wilson

9/7
L-Cheryl Newton
U- Gail Teribery
9/14
L-Barb Gunnison
U-Bob Bensur
9/21
L-Gail Fees
U-Pam and Dan Wilson
9/28
L-Iva Housler
U-Dan and Pam Wilson

**Acolyte-Nick Newell

Readings  
August 3: Colossians 3:1-11, Luke 12:13-21, Amanda Lasky
August 10: Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16, Luke 12:32-40, Kate Barbaro
August 17: Hebrews 11:29-12:2, Luke 12:49-56, Samie Ruiz Bueno
August 24: Hebrews 12:18-29, Luke 13:10-17, Cindy Carr
August 31: Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16, Luke 14:1, 7-14, Mel Sundin
September 7: Luke 14:25-33, Greg Gebhardt
September 14: Luke 16:19-31, Courtney Nagle
September 21: 1 Timothy 2:1-7, Luke 16:1-13, Todd Searing
September 28: 1 Timothy 6:6-19, Luke 16:19-31, Hillary Kanazin

Lake City

Liturgist-August-Jeanne Pacansky
            September-Jeanne Pacansky
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West County UM Parish August Events

Aug 1st – Dan Rice Days Dinner – Swiss Steak $15– 4:30-6:30PM – Girard UMC
Aug 2nd – Dan Rice Days Dinner – Chicken and Biscuits $15– 4:30-6:30 – 
      Girard UMC
Aug 3rd – Communion all churches
Aug 5th – Council – 5:30PM – Lake City UMC
Aug 8th – Mile Long Days Lake St – 9-4PM – Diane Harbaugh’s House for Lake    	
      City UMC Baskets
Aug 9th – Mile Long Days Lake St – 9-3PM – Diane Harbaugh’s House for Lake 	
      City UMC Baskets
Aug 12th – Erie Gives – All Day
     -Pauline’s Closet – 3-5PM – Lake City UMC
     -Council – 6:30PM – Weis Library UMC
Aug 17th – 70’s Celebration after church – Girard UMC
Aug 18th – Council – 6:30PM – Fairview UMC
Aug 21st – Winnie’s Community Lunchbox – 11:30-1PM – Lake City UMC
Aug 23rd – Back to School Celebration – Noon-2PM – Girard UMC
		  Ladies lunch at Valenza’s 11:30-Lake City UMC
Aug 24th – Blessing of the Backpacks – All churches during service
Aug 25th – Community Café – 11:30-1PM – Girard UMC
Aug 26th – Pauline’s Closet – 3-5PM – Lake City UMC
    -Council – 6:30PM – Girard UMC
Aug 29th – Parent’s Night – 6:30-7:30PM – Wesley Station Preschool (Fairview 	
     UMC)
Aug. 31st – Communion all churches

September’s Monthly Parish Events
Sept 1st – Labor Day – Office Closed
Sept 7th – 14th – Pastors are away
Sept 9th – Pauline’s Closet – 3-5PM – Lake City UMC
Sept 12th – Homecoming Water/Cookie/Donut Distribution – 4-7:30PM – 
     Fairview UMC
Sept 13th – Ice Cream Social – 1-3PM – Girard Boro Building Gazebo
Sept. 16th – Pasta Night – 4:30-6:30PM – Girard UMC
Sept 18th – Winnie’s Community Lunchbox – 11:30-1PM – Lake City UMC
Sept 20th – UWF District Day Apart – Wesley Woods



      Page 10Page 10 		  Ladies Lunch at Valenza’s, 11:30-Lake City UMC
Sept 21st – 70’s Celebration after church – Girard UMC
Sept 22nd – Community Café – 11:30-1PM – Girard UMC
Sept 23rd – Pauline’s Closet – 3-5PM – Lake City UMC
Sept 27th – Watch Bulletins for more info on this date
     -Sharing The Good News in the Right Way Conference – 9-4PM - Dutilh 
UMC

 
Christian Cupboard Donations:
August:						      September:
	 Girard UMC-cake mixes			   Girard UMC-frosting
	 Lake City UMC-boxed meals		  Lake City UMC-cake mixes

Save the Date! Erie Gives 2025 is Tuesday, August 12, 2025
Planning to give this year? Here are some important details! 
⏰Giving hours via credit or debit card online begin at 12 a.m. on the 12th and 
go until 11:59 p.m. at eriegives.org. 
🎉NEW this year, all online donation fees will be covered by the Erie 
Community Foundation and their community partners. 
👏The ECF and their partners will continue to sponsor Bonus Bucks. 
💰Donating by check, stock, or IRA distribution has already begun! 
⚠Check deadline: August 5th. Make checks payable to the Erie Community 
Foundation and deliver or mail to 459 W. 6th St., Erie, PA 16507 — you must 
include the check contribution form from the Erie Gives website or see Mary 
Beth or a pastor for forms.
💡Remember all donations of $25 or more are matched with a prorated bonus. 
We can’t wait for this big day in Erie — it’s one of our favorite days of the year 
seeing all the support for some amazing non-profits! Thank you for considering 
Fairview United Methodist, Girard United Methodist, Lake City United 
Methodist, and/or Weis Library United Methodist this year and stay tuned to 
find out how your gift impacts these churches.
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September 2025 
West County United Methodist Parish Monthly Prayer Calendar 
Consider how God is asking you to pray through these concerns!

 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 01 02 03 04 05 06 
 

 

Pray for Pastor Ali 
and Pastor Wade! 

Pray for everyone, 
by name, who has 
a September 
birthday or a 
September 
anniversary! 

Continue to pray 
for the 
congregation at 
Weis Library as 
they venture into 
the unknown! 

Pray for the 
school bus 
drivers. 

Pray for Wesley 
Station Preschool 
at Fairview UMC 
as they start a 
new school year! 

07 08 09 10 11 12 13 
Read Psalm 139!  
Is there a word or 
phrase that is 
speaking to you? 

Pray for the 
Church Staff and 
Volunteers at 
Fairview UMC! 
 

Pray for the 
Church Staff and 
Volunteers at 
Girard UMC! 
 

Pray for the 
Church Staff and 
Volunteers at 
Lake City UMC! 

Pray for the 
Church Staff and 
Volunteers at 
Weis Library 
UMC! 

What are you 
praying about 
today? 

 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
Read Psalm 14!  
Is there a word or 
phrase that is 
speaking to you? 

Pray for 
healthcare and 
frontline workers! 

Pray for teachers, 
aides, and staff at 
our schools! 

Can you find 
peace as you rest 
in God? 

Laugh today! 

 

Smile at someone 
you do not know 
today! 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
Read Psalm 79!  
Is there a word or 
phrase that is 
speaking to you? 

 

Go for a walk 
today! 

How has God 
touched you 
through worship? 

How have you 
seen God work 
miracles in our 
church before? 

What miracles 
would you like to 
see God begin to 
work in our 
church? 

Pray for the 
Saturday evening 
service at Weis 
Library UMC! 

28 29 30     
Read Psalm 91!  
Is there a word or 
phrase that is 
speaking to you? 

Pray and give 
thanks for our 
District 
Superintendent, 
Rev. Deborah 
Ackley-Killian! 

Pray and give 
thanks for our 
Bishop,  
Rev. Sandra 
Steiner Ball! 
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Team Jesus
Team Jesus from the Girard UMC busily collected dimes with the goal to purchase items 
for the flood buckets sent to Annual Conference. Their hard work enabled them to take 
a shopping spree and purchase items for seven flood buckets! Way to go, Team Jesus. 

They are now collecting dimes to purchase can openers to donate to EUMA. Thank you 
to all who supported Team Jesus.

Aug 24th – During church services at all churches 
we will bless backpacks, students, and teachers.  
Please bring your backpacks with you (full or 
empty) to come forward for a special blessing.

The Mission Barn has an urgent need for cleaning 
buckets, as they recently distributed 600 due to regional 
flooding. Read about how you can continue to help, 
and get links to cleaning bucket supply lists at wpaumc.
org/Mission-Barn.  Financial donations are also welcome 
to help purchase kit supplies.  Donations, marked 
"Cleaning Kits," may be sent to the Mission Barn at 181 
Columbus Dr, New Castle, PA 16101. The Mission Barn 
maintains a "Wish List" on Amazon with items used in 
cleaning, hygiene, and menstrual kits. Items purchased 
through Amazon may be delivered to the Mission Barn.

Homecoming Parade Distribution 
– We will be giving out cookies, 
donuts, and water again at the 
Homecoming Parade in Fairview 
Sept 12th 4-7:30ish.  Come join us in 
the fun! 

The Pastors will be on Vacation Sept 7th – 14th.  If you are 
in need of emergent pastor care during this time, please 
call Mary Beth (814-774-3069) or your council President 
who will get you in contact with a pastor.

Team Jesus
Team Jesus from the Girard UMC busily collected dimes with the goal to 

purchase items for the flood buckets sent to Annual Conference. Their hard 
work enabled them to take a shopping spree and purchase items for seven flood 
buckets! Way to go, Team Jesus. They are now collecting dimes to purchase can 

openers to donate to EUMA. Thank you to all who supported Team Jesus.

The Mission Barn has an urgent need for cleaning 
buckets, as they recently distributed 600 due to regional 
flooding. Read about how you can continue to help, 
and get links to cleaning bucket supply lists at wpaumc.
org/Mission-Barn.  Financial donations are also welcome 
to help purchase kit supplies.  Donations, marked 
"Cleaning Kits," may be sent to the Mission Barn at 181 
Columbus Dr, New Castle, PA 16101. The Mission Barn 
maintains a "Wish List" on Amazon with items used in 
cleaning, hygiene, and menstrual kits. Items purchased 
through Amazon may be delivered to the Mission Barn.
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UMC.
The purpose(s) of the “Sharing the Good News” Conference is:
1.	 To confess “Jesus Is Lord!” and the difference Jesus alone makes in a person’s life.
2.	 To affirm the “oneness we share” with all people everywhere and the hope God 	
	 has for the whole of humankind.
3.	 To discover (rediscover) new ways to witness to what Christ has done in each of 	
	 our lives based on our own personal experience. 
4.	 To understand when sharing Christ with others, it is equally important to listen, 	
	 without arguing or judging, to the experience of others through their faith tradi	
	 tions and practices. 
5.	 To discover how to build bridges with different religious communities, creating a 	
	 space where Christ would eventually be made known. 
6.	 To learn how to engage our religiously plural world with integrity, conviction, 	
	 grace, humility, generosity, and openness.
7.	 To realize it is not only what we share or how we share the Good News of 		
	 Christ, but also where we share it that matters, including in non-Christian set	
	 tings.
8.	 To learn how to help others see how God is already at work in their lives and 	
	 point them to Christ through their experience.
9.	 To understand the importance of emphasizing Christ, and Christ alone apart 	
	 from Western culture, American Christianity and Christian traditions. 
10.	 To encourage participants to form communities in which members of the com	
	 munity experience Christ and the Kingdom of God and communities based on 	
	 inclusion and equality overcoming the social, racial, economic, and other barriers 	
	 that separate and divide people from one another.
To learn more about the Conference, featured speakers, workshops, and to register, 
please go to www.wpaumc.org/goodnews.  

Mission U – A Conference-wide event is held at Jumonville Aug 8-10th.  
Interested in deepening your faith in community? Gaining experience interpret-
ing Scripture? Working toward healing for yourself, your community, and all of 
creation? Mission u is for you!  Please contact a pastor to get more information 
or go on to wpaumc.org to register.

Pauline's Closet is held the 2nd and 4th Tuesday monthly from 
3:00-5:00 p.m. at the Lake City UMC. Free gently used clothing 
is available from newborn to adult sizes. Also in stock are winter 
coats.
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Winnie's Community Lunchbox is held each month on the 
third Thursday at the Lake City UMC. Lunch is served from 
11:30-1:00. Come enjoy a free hot lunch and warm fellow-
ship.

Congratulations to the Lake City UMC on receiving their 
kitchen license from the Department of Health. Also, congrats 
to Diane Harbaugh and Jeanne Pacansky on completing their 
Certified Food Program Manager exam. Lake City is ready to 
do some serious cooking!

Lake City UMC wishes to extend their condolences to Dave 
Bryan on the loss of his mother, Jean Bryan. Dave has been a 
steadfast caregiver and loving son. Our prayers for the Brayn 
family.

Back to School Bonanza
The Girard UMC will be entering into our homecoming with 
a series of events from the end of August to the end of Octo-
ber. Our kick-off event is our Back to School Bonanza. This 
has become an important event in the community as we pro-
vide free school supplies, back packs, underwear and socks to 
students getting ready for school. There are also games, priz-
es, and food. And let’s not forget the cotton candy! The back 
to school event made it to the local news when Erie News 
Now stopped by to interview Ali. It also earned a mention at 
the recent Annual Conference. The Back to School Bonanza 
will be Saturday, August 23, from 12:00-2:00. As mentioned, 
we had a large crowd and will be in need of a great many 
helpers. We will need people to help with food, games, cot-
ton candy, popcorn, monitoring the supply tables, and crowd 
control. Please call the Girard office at 814-774-3069 if you 
can help.
The next part of the Homecoming series is the free ice cream 
social on Saturday, September 13, from 1:00-3:00 p.m. at the 
Well’s Park in Girard. All are invited for free ice cream and 
community fellowship. Bring a lawn chair and enjoy!
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD SHOEBOX MINISTRY 

 
Back to school sales are in full swing, and this is the time to get school supplies for our 
shoeboxes.  I will have a list below of the items we include in our shoeboxes.   Walmart and 
Target have some good prices right now on some of the needed supplies.  We still get many 
items from Dollar Tree, but items in their stores are now $1.50 each. 
We are making the shoebox ministry a parish-wide ministry, and would appreciate any 
donated items, money donations, and volunteers.  Fairview church is collecting pencil 
cases and steno pads for the boxes, which will be a big help, and we thank you for 
participating with us!   
Shoebox packing day will be on November 9th following the morning worship service at 
Girard.  In October, we will have a work-day for filling pencil cases with the school supplies, 
and some other pre-packing tasks.  We invite you all to join us for these activities. 
Shipping charges will remain the same this year.  The only change in packing restrictions is 
that we can no longer include soap.  Please remember that any items you donate cannot 
have any depictions of war, weapons, or violence.  We try to refrain from puzzles, etc. 
showing lots of food, as these boxes are going to children who may not have much food to 
eat, which is happening in so many countries right now. 
Thank you for your help and donations with this important ministry.  Below is a list of items 
we include in the boxes.  Please have all items in by October so we can finalize our 
shopping before our work-day projects.  And please remember to donate your empty 
shoeboxes, so we can fill them up!  For any questions or if you need things picked up, 
please contact Lois Porte:  lporte@roadrunner.com, 814-315-1946, or cellphone 814-722-
4503.   
 
Spiral notebooks (no binders) Pencils  Pencil sharpeners 
Composition books   Pens   pencil cases/pouches 
Construction paper   Steno pads  Crayons (24 pack) 
Colored pencils   Rulers   Kids’ scissors 
Activity pads    Glue sticks  Sticker books/sheets 
Card games    Play dough  Puzzles 

SWEATSHIRTS FOR EUMA
As we did last year, each church in our parish is encouraged 
to collect new or used sweatshirts for EUMA.  We are con-
centrating on adult sizes, but any size will be accepted. Sun-
day, Nov. 16, will be the last collection day.   Sources: Family, 
friends, garage sales, rummage sales, thrift shops, buy new.  
How many can we collect?
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Dan Rice Days
at Girard UMC

Girard UMC will be hosting dinners during the Dan Rice Days 
Festival in Girard. Dinners will be Swiss Steak (Swiss steak, mashed 
potatoes/gravy, veg, coleslaw, bread/butter, dessert, beverage) on 
Friday, August 1, and chicken & biscuit (chicken, biscuits, veg, ap-
plesauce, dessert, beverage) on Saturday, August 2. Dinners will be 
served from 4:30-6:30 each day and cost is $15. Dine in or carry 
out. There are many openings for those willing to cook/serve/
clean up or donate a dessert. Please call the Girard church at 814-
774-3069 for more information or to let us know how you can 
help.

Basket Raffle
The Ladies of the Lake City UMC will be hosting a basket Raffle 
during the Mile Long Lake Street Sale on August 8th and 9th. Bas-
kets will be at 467 Hillcrest Drive from 9:00-4:00 on Friday, and 
9:00-3:00 on Saturday.


