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Friends;

Ali and | Just returned from our annual beach vacation to the Out-
er Banks in North Carolina. This place holds a very special place in
our hearts because this was the place that we were married. Every
year we drive to the house where the wedding was celebrated, and
we share that “this is where it all began!”

This year the weather at the beach was kind of crappy. Almost ev-
ery day was a double red flag day—only the surfers are allowed in
the ocean. The winds were very high and the temperature, while
not cold, was not warm either. But remember, a bad day at the
beach is still a better day than a regular workday!

One of the things we always do is visit Jennette Pier. It is a con-
crete pier that juts into the ocean about 100 yards. Many fish-
er-people and sightseers visit Jennette Pier every day. But this year
was a special time to visit the pier.

Fisher-persons were flocking to the pier to join in the fun of fishing.
This year’s catch—red and black drum. Drum were being caught in
very high numbers. One person told me that they were averaging

over 300 drum caught every day! One fisherman told me he had



brought in 21 drum that day and he was hoping for more. At the end of the pier were men
and women standing elbow to elbow fighting for a spot at the railing to catch a fish and then,
bring it in. While we were standing there, four drum were hauled up to the pier in about 10
minutes. The fish being caught were 3-4 feet (yes, feet!) in length and an estimated 20-30
pounds. These were record size drum. The picture below is just one of the fisher-persons
who had just landed a trophy and was smiling from ear to ear over the catch.

| would bet that if you enjoy a good fish dinner, you are thinking that these fisher-persons
were going to enjoy a great meal tonight. Well, you could not be further from the truth.
What did this man do with his trophy? He tossed it back to the ocean! Every one of the 300
fish caught that day went back to the ocean—they were all too big to keep. Drum over 27”
cannot be kept. So, why were the fisher people flocking to the pier? It was the thrill of the
chase—they just wanted an opportunity to catch a fish that large. No one seemed to care
that they were not going to enjoy a fish dinner that night from their catch.

Some days, God calls us to just participate in building the Kingdom of God. We are not
called to start and finish the work—just participate. Remember the words of the Apostle
Paul, “l planted the seed in your hearts, and Apollos watered it, but it was God who made it
grow. It's not important who does the planting, or who does the watering. What’s import-
ant is that God makes the seed grow. The one who plants and the one who waters work
together with the same purpose. And both will be rewarded for their own hard work” (1
Corinthians 3:6-8).

Let’s all remember these words, “What's important is that God makes the seed grow. The
one who plants and the one who waters work together with the same purpose.” Over the
next few months as we approach Advent, let us all remember that God does the work, and
we only get to participate in one part of that work. We may never see the result or know

the story at the end. We only know that we did our part!

Be blessed!
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1™

UNITED METHODIST PARISH

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
01 02 03 04
Pray for Pastor Ali  Pray for everyone,  Have you seen Consider
and Pastor Wade! by name, who has  any fall leaves gathering at Weis
an October yet? Library Church to
birthday or an worship God
October tonight!
anniversary!
05 06 07 08 09 10 11
Read Psalm 137! Pray for the Pray for the Pray for the Pray for the Invite someone to NATIONAL
Is there aword or ~ Church Staffand ~ Church Staffand ~ Church Staffand ~ Church Staffand  church this week! COMING
phrase that is Volunteers at Volunteers at Volunteers at Volunteers at |OUT DAY‘
speaking to you?  Fairview UMC! Girard UMC! Lake City UMC!'  Weis Library
UMC!
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Read Psalm 66! i If you enjoy Pray for our Pray for the Have you hadto  Pray for anyone
Is there a word or fishing, go fishing  Nation! people attending  rake any fall suffering in our
phrase that is Columbus Day  today! Winnie's leaves yet? community?
speaking to you? Community Lunch
Box!
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Read Psalm 119! Is God calling you  Pray for God to Who is crying in How can you Sing for joy today!  Join the fun at the
Is there aword or  to serve ona help you see the  our community? listen or defend Trunk-or-Treat
phrase that is committee or diversity in the those crying? today! You will be
speaking to you?  team for next world around you! filled with joy!
year?
26 27 28 29 30 31
Read Psalm 65! Pray for the Help your How is God calling  Pray and give Pray and give wiLlowez,,
Is there aword or  people attending  neighbor rake youtoprovidea  thanks for our thanks for our @
phrase that is the Community leaves today! way for those Conference Bishop,
speaking toyou?  Café! hurting in our Superintendent, Rev. Sandra :
community? Rev. Lisa Grant! Steiner Ball!
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Family Matters

Prayer Concerns

Fairview
Texas Flood victims and families
Harriet Grace

Tony Super

Kathy Pytlar

Pastor Jack Tickle Theresa Gebhardt
Family of Bonnie Blair Family of Gene Byron
Betsy Krantz and Husband

Norman with stage 3 cancer Countries at War

People of Israel
People of the Congo
Our Nation’s Leaders

Girard Weis Church
Pam Wilson Barb Trojanovich
Betsy Krantz and her husband Parish Shut-ins

Shirley Hall (W)
Lake City
Pastor Wade and Pastor Alison Bernadine Sensenich
Berkey Jim F. - serious health issues
Pastor Brock Beveridge Charlotte Widdowson
Lisa Clark Shirley George and family
Marilyn Clark — Health Larry Crum family
Tyler Copening Joy Klemm and family
Lavina Fehr Bev Widdowson
Nancy Ward — Cancer Glenn Campbell
Marilyn Clark Jeff Harbaugh
Kim Jeffrey Marshall Carner
Bob Fetterman Francie Karwowski
Fred & Annie Blarr Prayers for peace

Bonnie Stelter and her Family are in the thoughts and prayers of
the Lake City UMC on the loss of Brian.




Birthdays

Fairview

October

10/1-Hannah Himes
10/6-Bonnie Budzowski
10/6-Piper Robson
10/9-Charlotte Ruiz-Bueno
10/10-Mark Swick
10/17-Charles Himes
10/17-Jeremy McGrath
10/31-Hillary Kanazin

November
11/1-Diane Hall
11/2-Randy Huffman
11/8-Tim Nelson
11/8-Alan Vorse
11/9-Joshua Wilson
11/11-Lisa Pacensky
11/18-Daisy Wilkins
11/22-Eunice Green
11/23-Michael Super

Weis Church
October

10/1-Katie Hunt
10/12-Al Farley
10/16-Celine Velez
10/18-Brian Garlick
10/22-Shirley O’Baker
10/28-Karen Farley
November
11/11-Emma Schwartzfager
11/12-Gene Delong

11/28-Barb Trojanovich

Girard

October

10/8-Andie Stuart
10/13-Amanda Drury
10/17-Barb Platz*
10/17-Christina Hickman
10/17-Joyce Kast*
10/17-Shirley Potter
10/18Tracy Bryan
10/22-Mark Stuart
November
11/3-Linda Getz*
11/3-Sarah Wright
11/5-Rylie Bolt
11/12-Byron Drury*

* Indicates 70+

Lake City
October

10/11 Matt Komen (B)
10/12 Doug Straw (B)
10/13 Ken & Annie Zenor (A)
10/15 Audrey (Cozzins) Cornell (B)
10/16 Jeannie Pacansky (B)
Keith & Debra Rosenburg (A)
10/19 Nikki Burtis
10/22 Geoff Stelter (B)
10/30 Justin Sargent (B)
10/31 Richard & Nancy DeArment (A)
November
11/2 Vicki Bloomer (B)
11/5 Mike Pacansky (B)
11/5 Ellen Platz (B)
11/20 Joe Corcoran (B)
11/23 Anthony Schiller (B)

B-Birthday
A-Anniversary

To add to or change a prayer concern or birthday listing, please see
the contact info on the front page for each church.




Fairview UMC Preschool

Wesley Station Preschool
Wesley Station Preschool would like to thank everyone from the parish who contrib-
uted scissors and binders for our classrooms. You made a difference!

Education
JUMP Children’s Sunday school meets upstairs after the Children’s Sermon. Every
child is welcomel!

Adult Sunday school finished the first season of The House of David. They are now
starting the series “The Christ Files” . Please contact H. Kanazin if you would like a
study book.

United Women in Faith
Fall Rummage and Bake Sale Activities — Fairview UMC
Oct. 5 - Sun., Set-up following church. We will set up tables and racks in Fellowship
Hall and the narthex, also carry down items from upstairs.
Oct. 6-9, Mon. thru Thurs. Working daily from 10:00-2:00 and 6:00-8:00 pm to pre-
pare for the sale. Lunch provided.
Oct. 10, Fri., Rummage and Bake Sale from 1:00 to 7:00 pm
Oct. 11, Sat., Rummage and Bake Sale from 9:00 to noon.
12:15 - $2.00 a bag or 3 for $5.00 sale
Clean up starts at 2:30 pm

Oct. 12, Sun. District Annual Meeting at Hamlin Chapel UMC — Registration 2:00
to 2:15. Paul Lukach, Director of the Crime Victim Center in Erie will be our speaker.
Carpool from the church. Ingathering of toiletries.

Oct. 18, Sat. Conference Annual Meeting at First UMC of Clarion. “Telling Our Story
Through the Power of Connection”. Virtual Meeting at Fairview UMC. Registration
8:30 am. Meeting 9:00 to 3:00 pm. Bring a sandwich and a food item to share. Bev-
erage will be provided. An offering will be taken for UWF. Contact person is Dottie
Super, mikedottiesuper@outlook.com. 814-490-1596. Please register by Oct. 18.

WORLD THANK OFFERING BOXES — During Oct. and Nov. we will be collecting
money for the World Thank Offering. We will bring our gifts of gratitude for the
transformation of local and global communities by raising money for women, chil-
dren and youth in our neighborhoods and around the world. Please pick up a box
on the welcome center to hold your coins or use a container of your own. Boxes
should be returned by Now. 23.

SWEATSHIRTS FOR EUMA — We will continue to collect sweatshirts for EUMA until
Nov. 15. They can be new or used and any size. There is a box in the narthex for
your donations.

KEEP READING! Reporting forms for the United Women of Faith Reading Program
need to be turned in by Dec. 31 to Dottie Super.

\.




Why Knowing Your Neighbors Is An Absolutely Critical And Urgent Need

— Kay Kotan
It’s back to school season. How is your church using this season as a relaunch oppor-
tunity? As the cooler days set in, summer vacations come to an end, and people reset
their schedules for a new fall routine, what has your church planned to leverage this
moment? Connecting or reconnecting doesn’t have to be complicated or expensive.
This month, we will explore a few ideas to consider if your church would like to
leverage this fall opportunity.
We are starting this series with the question, who is your neighbor? Specifically, who
is your church’s neighbor? Do you know their names? Do you know what keeps
them up at night? Do you know what brings them joy? What do they fear? How is
your church and your personally investing in your neighbors? How will the church
connect with the neighbors and offer meaningful ministries if the church doesn’t
know the neighbors?
What if the church was called to set out on a new venture? Fear not! We are not
suggesting a trip to a foreign country. No one will need a passport or vaccinations for
travel. Packing a suitcase won’t even be necessary. Yet, this venture will be a new ex-
perience for many of us. This venture may cause us to flex muscles we haven’t used,
learn new skills, act outside our comfort zone, stretch our ideas of what the church
is and looks like, and will cause us to examine our own thoughts and beliefs about
being a follower of Jesus.
To be the church and to be a follower of Christ, it will take us into unchartered wa-
ters and new territories. These are not unchartered or new territories that are com-
pletely undiscovered by anyone before. Instead, these are typically unchartered areas
for us as individuals and as the church. It is simply venturing into the neighborhoods
surrounding our church buildings. These ventures we are speaking of are not going
blindly about serving our neighbors transactionally. The high-stakes ventures we are
challenging churches to take are to invest relationally in truly and authentically get-
ting to know the neighbors, serving the community with the neighbors, investing
time to understand the neighborhood and their stories, spending time with the neigh-
bors, and providing ministry that will bring about transformational kingdom impact
throughout the neighborhood.
Is your church ready to boldly and courageously venture into your neighborhood
that you are called to reach? We believe there is no greater adventure than travel-

ing alongside someone on their discipleship journey. That’s why a group of thought
leaders from around the country came together to build a ministry toolbox of re-
sources for venture leaders who are ready to step out and discover new ministry
pathways and reach new people.

As individuals and families find themselves establishing a new routine this time of
the year, be sure your church is on their radar for a space in their schedule. Without
meaningful or valuable connection points, families will become too busy with other
activities and not have the time or desire to engage in the life of the church. Which
idea or two from the list might your church decide to try?




Worship

Girard

10/5

L-Liz Thompson
U-Dan and Pam Wilson
10/12

L-Doug Wright
U-Gail Teribery
10/19

L-lva Housler
U-Bob Bensur
10/26

L-Gail Fees
U-Jim Hull

**Acolyte-Nick Newell

11/2

L-Cheryl Newton

U- Dan and Pam Wilson
11/9

L-

U-Gail Teribery

11/16

L-lva Housler

U-Bob Bensur

11/23

L-Gail Fees

U-

11/30

L-Liz Thompson

U-Pam and Dan Wilson

Readings- Sermon Series “The Change Makers!”
October 5: Luke 10:25-37, Amanda Lasky, “Compassion!”

October 12: Luke 10:1-11, Kate Barbaro, “Collaboration!”

October 19: Luke 7:36-50, Samie Ruiz Bueno, “Creativity!”

October 26: Mark 10:46-52, Cindy Carr, “Empowerment!”

November 2: 2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-2, Luke 19:1-10, Mel Sundin
November 9: 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17, Luke 20:27-38, Greg Gebhardt
November 16: 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13, Luke 21:5-19, Courtney Nagle
November 23: Colossians 1:11-20, Luke 23:33-43, Todd Searing
November 30; (1st Sunday of Advent) Matthew 24:36-44, Romans 13:11-14, Hillary
Kanazin

Lake City

Liturgist-October-Jeanne Pacansky
November-Jeanne Pacansky




West County UM Parish October Events
Oct 4th/5th — Worldwide Communion Sunday — communion all churches
Oct 5th — Trustees - noon — Girard UMC
Oct 6th — Council — 6:30PM — Fairview UMC
Oct 7th — Council — 5:30PM — Lake City UMC
Oct 10th — Rummage Sale — 1-7PM — Fairview UMC
Oct 11th — Rummage Sale — 9-2PM — Fairview UMC
Oct 14th — Pauline’s Closet — 3-5PM
Council — 6:30PM — Weis Library UMC
Oct 15th — Confirmation Class — 6:30PM — Fairview UMC
Oct 16th — Winnie’s Community Lunchbox — 11:30-1PM - Lake City UMC
Oct 18th — Ladies Luncheon of Lake City — 11:30AM — Barracks
Oct 20th — NOW Team Meeting — 6:30PM — Fairview UMC
Oct 21st — Pasta Night — 4:30-6:30PM — Girard UMC
Oct 22nd — Confirmation Class — 6:30PM — Fairview UMC
Oct 24th — Rummage Sale - 9-4PM — Girard UMC
Oct 25th — Rummage Sale — 9-12PM — Girard UMC
Trunk of Treat — 1-3PM — Fairview UMC
Oct 27th — Community Café — 11:30-1PM — Girard UMC
Oct 28th — Pauline’s Closet — 3-5PM — Lake City UMC
Council — 6:30PM — Girard UMC
Oct 29th — Confirmation Class — 6:30PM — Fairview UMC
Oct 31st — Halloween — watch for Trick or Treaters while driving 6-8PM

West County UM Parish November Events

Nowv. 1st/2nd — All Saints Worship — all churches with communion

Nov 2nd — Homecoming Service/meal-Girard UMC; Trustees — noon- Girard
UMC

Nov 5th — Confirmation Class — 6:30PM — Fairview UMC

Nov 11th — Pauline’s Closet — 3-5PM — Lake City UMC

Nov 12th — Confirmation Class — 6:30PM — Fairview UMC

Nov 15th — Ladies Luncheon Lake City — 11:30AM - Barracks

Nov 18th — Pasta Night — 4:30-6:30PM — Girard UMC

Nov 19th — Confirmation Class — 6:30PM — Fairview UMC

Nov 20th — Winnie’s Community Lunchbox — 11:30-1PM — Lake City UMC
Nov 24th — Community Café — 11:30-1PM — Girard UMC

Nov 25th — Pauline’s Closet — 3-5PM — Lake City UMC

Nov 27th — Happy Thanksgiving

\.




Christian Cupboard Donations:

October: November:
Girard UMC-personal hygiene Girard UMC-toilet paper
Lake City UMC-Kleenex Lake City UMC-personal hygiene

_*' The Lake City UMC will be
~ participating in the Lake City

Community Support Fair. Stop by
Zn |

their table and show them your

I
‘e Comm unltv o e domn o i
& Support Fair = =

SATURDAY 22 11AM-2PM_ é}

NOVEMBER ' i)

=71

COMPLIMENTARY BAG OF THANKSGIVING BASICS
~ ONE PER FAMILY ) o
ILE )

The Christian Cupboard

The Christian Cupboard Food Pantry needs volunteers! Our overwhelming need is
for volunteers who can stand for two hours, are able to lift 20 pounds, and also to
lift over their heads. In addition, we need volunteers who can help our neighbors
to their cars with their food items (in a wagon) and then return the wagon to the
pantry. The food pantry distributions are on the first and third Thursdays of each
month from 1 to 5 p.m. Volunteers can choose to work a two-hour or four-hour
shift. Please contact the First Presbyterian Church of Girard office (814-774-3985)
from 9 a.m. to noon, Monday through Friday to volunteer.




West County United Methodist Parish Monthly Prayer Calendar

November 2025 ’\(1‘)

Consider how God is asking you to pray through these concerns!

UNITED METHODIST PARISH

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

01

Today is All
Saints Day! Pray
for those who lost
loved ones this

year.

02 03 04 05 06 07 08
Read Psalm 119.  Pray for the Pray for the Pray for the Pray for Pastor Ali  Pray for everyone,
Is there aword or ~ Church Staff and Church Staffand ~ Church Staffand  and Pastor Wade! by name, who has
phrase that is Volunteers at Volunteers at Volunteers at a November
speaking to you?  Fairview UMC! Lake City UMC!  Weis Library birthday or a

UMC! November
anniversary!

09 10 11 12 13 14 15
Read Psalm 145.  Pray for the W ﬂ" g, Pray for our Pray for a military ~ Pray for peace! Pray for yourself!
s there aword or ~ Church Staffand | FETTE%T1 Y Nation! veteran by name  You decide where
phrase that is Volunteers at veTerans I today! God'’s peace is

today!

16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Read Isaiah 12. What are you How can you Donate something  Pray for the Pray for school Are you finished
Is there a word or  thankful for share the to a homeless homeless! students’ safety ~ with your
phrase that is today? thankfulness and  shelter today! today! Christmas
speaking to you? joy in your heart? shopping yet!!!!

23 24 25 26 27 28 29
Read Jeremiah Pray for your Pray for those Pray for family that D e’ o ~  Pray and give Pray and give
23. Isthere a family! whom you will you won't get to % THANKS thanks for our thanks for our
word or phrase share a seeon 5 O Conference Bishop,
that is speaking to Thanksgiving Thanksgiving Day! n - Superintendent, Rev. Sandra
you? meal with! Rev. LisaGrantl  gtejner Balll

30

Read Psalm 122.
Is there a word or
phrase that is

speaking to you?
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TEAM JESUS
About a year ago, Team Jesus was formed as a way to teach the children at
Girard UMC that even though they were small, they could do big things. They
began collecting dimes and dreaming up big ways to help those in need. Last
December, with the funds they collected, they were able to purchase Christmas
gifts for the children at The Refuge. They also purchased extra socks and
sleeping bags. It was a huge accomplishment from “small” beginnings. But they
weren’t done. When the need for flood buckets went out, Team Jesus mobilized
and collected funds to fill seven flood buckets. Most recently, Team Jesus
collected enough dimes to purchase ten can openers which were donated to
EUMA. When EUMA assists a family or individual into permanent housing, they
can be given a can opener to take to their new home. It is a lesson even for us
“big” people, that though we might feel small in the world, when we allow
God in, He can do big things. Thank you to all who have contributed to Team
Jesus.

BELL UPDATE

We put out the call, and the community heard us, and responded in a big way. Our
goal was to collect $10,000.00 to give the bells at Girard UMC their voice back;
to chime the hour, to call us to worship, to rejoice on special occasions. To date,
we have been blessed to receive $10,175. Donations came from the congregation,
the community, and from families of former members of the congregation. As we
moved through this process, we were made aware that there is some electrical
work and prep work that needs to be done before work on the bells can begin.
In addition to what has been collected and what the Girard Borough will give us
in grant money, we will still need to come up with $7,000. We are grateful for
all who have already given, but just ask for some help to get us through this final
push. Thank you for helping us make this possible.

Pauline's Closet is held the 2nd and 4th Tuesday monthly
from 3:00-5:00 p.m. at the Lake City UMC. Free gently
used clothing is available from newborn to adult sizes.
Also in stock are winter coats. For immediate need con-
tact Diane at 814-397-9834.

Winnie's Community Lunchbox is held each month on the
third Thursday at the Lake City UMC. Lunch is served from
11:30-1:00. Come enjoy a free hot lunch and warm fel-
lowship. October 16 is chicken noodle soup, ham & cheese
sliders and dessert.

November 20 is turkey and biscuit, mixed veggies, and
pumpkin bar.




TRUNK OR TREAT

Join us at Fairview UMC for our annual Trunk or Treat.
Date: Saturday, October 25
Time: 1 pm-3 pm
e Community Invited
e Candy Donations Accepted
e Lets Fill the Parking Lot!
Join our community outreach and celebrate in a safe, family-friendly atmosphere.

Confirmation Classes — we will be having Confirmation classes for 6 weeks and then

2 mission projects to help grow us in our faith. There will also be a one day class with
the Bishop in Lent as well if you wish to participate in that event as well. Classes will be
on Wednesdays starting Oct. 15th and running through Nov 19th. We will meet at 6:30
at Fairview UMC. Classes will run about an hour and a half. If you are in 7th — 9th
grade and wish to attend confirmation classes please see Pastor Wade of Pastor Ali.

NOW Team Meeting - If you are on worship, missions, outreach, or education at any
of the churches you are automatically a team member of NOW. Also lay leaders and
anyone interested in joining this team may come to the Oct 20th meeting at 6:30PM
at Fairview UMC. We will be discussing the upcoming shared events in the parish and
how we can help assist other churches in their ministries as well.

Erie-Meadyville District LSM (Lay Servant Ministry) School

When: five Sundays (October 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th, & November 2nd), 2 PM to 4 PM
Where: Edinboro UMC (113 High Street, Edinboro, PA 16412)

Cost: $25 (required materials included)

Course Offerings:

. Introduction to Lay Ministry (The BASIC Course)
. Embracing Personal Prayer
. Understanding the Israeli and Palestinian Conflict

Questions? Contact the Erie-Meadville/Kane District Office by calling 814-250-2089 or
emailing EM-Kane@wpaumc.org. If interested, please see Pastor Ali ASAP.




WOMEN'S RETREAT

w/ Rev. Alyce Weaver Dunn

Qetober 19-21 , 2025

Sisters on the Faith Journey: Biblical Women and Us

With leader Rev. Alyce Weaver Dunn October 19-21 at Olmsted Manor Re-
treat Center

Don’t miss this opportunity to listen deeply to God’s word and one another’s
voices in a relaxed, welcoming space that will include Bible Study, fellowship,
worship, creative free time and rest. If interested in going, please see Pastor
Ali to register.

GOD’'S CALL FROM
BIRMINGHAM

A RETREAT FOR REFLECTION AND GROWTH

Movernbsr Z1-23. 2005

Join instructor Peggy Ward and facilitator Carlen Blackstone for “God’s Call from
Birmingham™ a one-of-a-kind, two-night retreat at Olmsted Manor, November
21-23, 2025, designed to equip us to lead anti-racism discussions in various settings
using Bishop Steiner Ball’s recommended books While the World Watched by Caro-
lyn Maull McKinstry and The Watsons Go to Birmingham - 1963 by Christopher Paul
Curtis as the starting point. If anyone is interested in attending, please see Pastor Ali
to register.

Save the date for the 2025 Cookie Walk at Lake City
UMC. Sunday, December 14, 12:00-2:00 p.m. Many
choices of cookies at one cookie per ticket and a cost of
$7 per dozen. Can’t bake? Don’t want to bake but have
someone you want to take cookies to? Join us!! Donated
cookies welcome, two dozen per type to donate.




OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD SHOE BOX MINISTRY

We are coming down the final stretch to packing and sending our shoe boxes!
We are finishing up our collection of items and want to take this opportunity to
thank all those who have donated items to this ministry. On Wednesday, Octo-
ber 8th we will meet in Girard U.M.’s Fellowship Hall to do preliminary packing
of pencil cases, colored paper packs, etc. to make things quicker and smoother
on shoe box packing day. We welcome all who are able to help us on the 8th
and we will be starting at 1:30.

On Sunday, November 9th we will be packing the shoe boxes after the morning
worship service. Please plan to participate in this event if you can, which will
start around noon. We have lots of wonderful items to pack and send to under-
privileged children around the world. We have fun choosing items to go into the
boxes, and then trying to get the overflowing boxes closed.

On Saturday, November 8th we will be getting the room and tables prepared for
the packing party the next day. It takes a lot of work getting everything ready,
so we welcome anyone who will be able to help us that day with the prepara-
tions. We will start setting up around 1:00.

A big thank you to all of you who have helped with this ministry. If you still
have any items or money to donate, please do so as soon as possible. We invite
you to participate in the preliminary packing on October 8th and the packing
party following the service on November 9th. Hope to see you there!

SWEATSHIRTS FOR EUMA
As we did last year, each church in our parish is encouraged
to collect new or used sweatshirts for EUMA. We are con-
centrating on adult sizes, but any size will be accepted. Sun-
day, Now. 16, will be the last collection day. Sources: Family,
friends, garage sales, rummage sales, thrift shops, buy new.
How many can we collect?

UMCOR cleaning buckets, supplies, donations ur-
gently needed at the Mission Barn.

The Mission Barn is in urgent need of filled cleaning
buckets, supplies and donations. Read more and get
links to cleaning bucket supply lists at wpaumc.org/
Mission-Barn. Financial donations may be sent to
the Mission Barn at 181 Columbus Dr, New Castle,
PA 16101, or you can donate online. The Mission
Barn also maintains a “Wish List” on Amazon with
items used in kits.
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Homecoming Service and Meal
Girard UMC will be hosting their annual Homecoming service followed by a free meal
on Sunday, November 3. This is a time to “come home” and see what is happening at
the Church on the Corner. Girard has blossomed in the last few years with some won-
derful community outreach programs, we are doing improvements to our building,
getting ready for the bells to ring again, and growing closer as a part of the West Coun-
ty parish. Come see what has been happening. Following the service you are invited to
stay for a free meal and enjoy the fellowship of the Girard UMC congregation.



